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The B
ertikow

-P
asew

alk 380 kV
 overhead line: a 

pilot project for B
E

S
TG

R
ID

 

- 
B

etw
een the substations of B

ertikow
 (B

randenburg) 
and P

asew
alk (M

ecklenburg-W
estern P

om
erania), 

50H
ertz is constructing a 30 km

 long new
 high 

voltage transm
ission line. 

- 
In order to involve the public at an early stage, 
discussions have been held w

ith stakeholders since 
D

ecem
ber 2013 and tw

o w
orkshops w

ere organised 
in P

renzlau and P
asew

alk in M
arch 2014. 

- 
The official project conference for the federal sector 
planning, as stipulated in the G

rid E
xpansion 

A
cceleration A

ct (N
A

B
E

G
) took place on 24 

S
eptem

ber 2014. 
- 

In the w
ake of the project conference and as part of 

the B
E

S
TG

R
ID

 initiative, a second inform
ation and 

dialogue cam
paign should tackle rem

aining 
questions. 
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The challenge: E
M

F as a touchstone for trust and 
credibility 

- 
The subject of electrom

agnetic fields or 
E

M
F is highly technical and reasonably 

unknow
n. A

s a result, it is a source of 
uncertainty. 

- 
The assum

ed health risk can rouse feelings 
of anxiety and pow

erlessness. 
- 

A lack of know
ledge about E

M
F can 

contribute to opposition against grid 
developm

ent projects. 
- 

Ignorance of E
M

F causes avoidance 
reactions and leads to regulations 
containing technical restrictions, such as 
the obligation of underground cables, or 
m

ore extensive precautions (e.g. distance, 
lim

it values). 
- 

Logically, a residual risk w
ill alw

ays be 
suspected w

hen it com
es to E

M
F. That is 

w
hy the credibility of how

 the subject is 
treated is a deciding factor. 
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The m
ission: to inspire trust and credibility through 

inform
ation and action 

- 
In this regard, it is im

portant that the 
inform

ation m
aterial is clear and convincing. 

- 
Inform

ation alone can hardly ease the 
em

otional aspect of insecurity but can offer 
support nonetheless. 

- 
O

nly through an active approach can w
e 

achieve trust in our actions and in our 
inform

ation and thus overcom
e feelings of fear 

and pow
erlessness. 

The perspectives of project com
m

unication: 
Trustw

orthy inform
ation on E

M
F should m

ainly be provided through interaction. 
This builds confidence and is helps com

m
unicate and situate necessary 

inform
ation. 
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The principle: personal experience is m
ore 

convincing than a text on lim
it values 

50H
ertz used the follow

ing questions as a guideline for 
the pilot project: 
- 

H
ow

 can w
e m

ake the subject of E
M

F m
ore 

transparent for those interested? 
- 

H
ow

 can w
e help interested individuals w

ith lim
ited 

background know
ledge put technical facts into 

perspective? 
- 

C
an personal contact cancel out the distrust and 

prejudice harboured against transm
ission system

 
operators? 

- 
W

hich form
s of cooperation w

ith independent 
institutes are m

eaningful and feasible to im
press 

the reliability of the inform
ation on the citizens? 

- 
H

ow
 can w

e give the facts the right m
edia 

treatm
ent so that they are readily available and 

easily accessible? 
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In practice: m
obile office's inform

ation tour halts at 
11 locations over the course of 7 days  

- 
B

etw
een 9 and 17 O

ctober 2014, the m
obile 

office inform
ed the general public on the 

state of the progress planning: procedures, 
route corridors, technological aspects 
(overhead lines) 

- 
E

M
F m

easurem
ents w

ere carried out 
underneath the current pow

er line. 
- 

W
e had the help of the follow

ing partners:  
- 

the U
niversity of D

uisburg-E
ssen (m

easuring the 
fields) 

- 
TU

 B
erlin (study on com

m
unications approach) 
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In practice: m
easurem

ents of the electric and 
m

agnetic field underneath the current pow
er line 
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In practice: production of a short m
ovie w

ith 
background inform

ation for rem
ote locations 
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In practice: m
edia cooperation w

ith a local 
new

spaper in the form
 of a blog 
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First conclusion: residents gladly take up the offer 

- 
The contact w

ith im
portant 

stakeholders w
as established during 

the inform
ation tour. 

- 
The m

edia m
ade regular reports on 

our activities (dissem
inator function). 

- 
O

ne in tw
o visitors w

as interested in 
E

M
F. 

- 
R

esidents w
ere m

ore than happy to 
take us up on our offer to perform

 
local m

easurem
ents. 

- 
In general, visitors to the m

obile 
office stayed for a very long tim

e. 
- 

The talks w
ere alw

ays to the point, 
the tone w

as friendly and discussion 
partners show

ed interest. 
- 

The blog received only lim
ited 

attention. 
- 

The experiences should be used in a 
brochure on the E

M
F them

e.  
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B
ackup: general B

E
S

TG
R

ID
 chart 



13 / 13 
50H

ertz's pilot project activities on electric and m
agnetic fields / B

erlin, 17/10/2014 / D
r D

irk M
anthey 

The B
ertikow

-P
asew

alk 380 kV
 overhead line: a 

pilot project for B
E

S
TG

R
ID

 

- 
W

ithin the B
E

S
TG

R
ID

 project, w
hich receives support 

from
 the E

U
, new

 public participation m
ethods are 

tested in the scope of the grid developm
ent project for 

the 380 kV
 overhead line betw

een B
ertikow

 and 
P

asew
alk. 

- 
R

esidents and other interested parties accom
pany 

experts during the m
easuring of electric and m

agnetic 
fields in the vicinity of the existing line. 

- 
The central question is: how

 can questions about the 
feared effects on health be answ

ered properly? 
- 

B
etw

een 9 and 17 O
ctober 2014, this w

as tested 
during an inform

ation tour w
ith a m

obile office, 
attending 11 tour stops. 

- 
D

uration of the pilot project: A
pril 2013 until A

pril 2015 
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